
Brit Milah 
 
At OVS we are happy to celebrate your new son’s birth through a ברית מילה/Brit Milah. 
Most people are more familiar with the terminology of a bris which is an Ashkenazic 
pronunciation of the word ברית/brit. Here at OVS we use the Sephardic and Israeli 
pronunciation, ברית מילה/Brit Milah.  
 

י רוּ בֵּ מְּ ר תִשְּ רִיתִי אֲשֶׁ ל־זָכָר׃זאֹת בְּ ם כׇּ יךָ הִמּוֹל לָכֶׁ עֲךָ אַחֲרֶׁ ין זַרְּ ם וּבֵּ ינֵּיכֶׁ  נִי וּבֵּ

Such shall be the covenant between Me and you and your offspring to follow that you 
shall keep: every male among you shall be circumcised. 

הָיָה  ם וְּ כֶׁ לַתְּ רְּ שַר עׇּ ת בְּ ם אֵּ תֶׁ מַלְּ ם׃וּנְּ ינֵּיכֶׁ ינִי וּבֵּ רִית בֵּ אוֹת בְּ   לְּ

You shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and that shall be the sign of the covenant 
between Me and you.   

ן־נֵּ  ף מִכֹל בֶׁ סֶׁ נַת־כֶׁ לִיד בָיִת וּמִקְּ ם יְּ יכֶׁ דֹרֹתֵּ ל־זָכָר לְּ ם כׇּ מֹנַת יָמִים יִמּוֹל לָכֶׁ ן־שְּ עֲךָ הוּא׃וּבֶׁ ר לאֹ מִזַרְּ   כָר אֲשֶׁ

And throughout the generations, every male among you shall be circumcised at the age 
of eight days. As for the homeborn slave and the one bought from an outsider who is 

not of your offspring,  
יתְּ  לִיד בֵּ רִית עוֹלָם׃הִמּוֹל  יִמּוֹל יְּ ם לִבְּ כֶׁ שַרְּ רִיתִי בִבְּ תָה בְּ הָיְּ ךָ וְּ פֶׁ נַת כַסְּ   ךָ וּמִקְּ

they must be circumcised, homeborn and purchased alike. Thus shall My covenant be 
marked in your flesh as an everlasting pact.   

לָ  רְּ שַר עׇּ ת־בְּ ר לאֹ־יִמּוֹל אֶׁ ל  זָכָר אֲשֶׁ עָרֵּ פַר׃וְּ רִיתִי הֵּ ת־בְּ יהָ אֶׁ עַמֶּׁ ש הַהִוא מֵּ תָה הַנֶׁפֶׁ רְּ נִכְּ           }ס{ תוֹ וְּ

And if any male who is uncircumcised fails to circumcise the flesh of his foreskin, that 
person shall be cut off from kin; he has broken My covenant.” 
( י''ד-בראשית י''ז:י ) 

 Abraham was commanded by God to circumcise himself and all of the members/אברהם
of his household. They performed these circumcisions regardless of age and established 
that moving forward the circumcision would be performed on the 8th day of life. 
רהםאב ,Isaac/יצחק  and שרה/Sarah’s son was the first to be recorded for being circumcised 
on the 8th day and we have been doing this ever since. 
 

Brit Milah is the physical way we welcome males into our community and it’s the way 
we mark our covenant with God. The 8th day is observed regardless of if it happens on 
 when the boy is born on the previous שבת does take place on ברית מילה Shabbat. A/שבת
 With that said, there are times when the ceremony could be delayed until Sunday .שבת
because of inductions, c-sections or the health of the newborn. 
 


